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but overwhelmingly, with well over 180 
votes, in my view, we would support. 

I give that information, Mr. Speaker, 
to the majority leader so that he will 
know that in the event we have not re-
sponded in the CR that I believe the 
Senate-passed legislation incorporated 
into a House bill and brought to the 
floor can pass on suspension and may 
well even be able to pass on unanimous 
consent. I don’t know that that is the 
case, but it certainly could pass on sus-
pension. I would urge him to consider 
that as an alternative available to us 
to respond so that we do not have the 
situation which we had in July of leav-
ing town for 7 weeks without having 
addressed this crisis that confronts the 
health of our people. 

Mr. Speaker, let me indicate that we 
have a number of other pieces of legis-
lation that I would last like to ask the 
majority leader about. There are ru-
mors that our schedule is going to be 
over in the next few weeks. I don’t 
know. The Senate was planning on 
going presumably to the first week of 
October. I don’t know that they are 
going to do that. We are planning to go 
to the end of September. 

There are a number of other pieces of 
legislation which I think need to be ad-
dressed. We continue to be very con-
cerned about our failure to respond to 
the Flint crisis. The mayor of Flint 
was in my office yesterday. They are 
still drinking bottled water because 
the water in their pipes that is being 
delivered to their homes is still unfit 
for human consumption unless a filter 
is in place and unless that filter is 
working efficiently and effectively. We 
really need to, I think, help on that. 

With respect to opioids, we passed a 
piece of legislation that was, Mr. 
Speaker, a bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion. We continue to believe, however, 
the resources to carry out the policies 
included in the authorizing bill need to 
be addressed. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker—I mentioned 
this before—we continue to urge that 
in light of the scourge of gun violence 
in America that we take up two bills 
sponsored by the former chairman, Re-
publican chairman of the Committee 
on Homeland Security. They are not 
Democratic bills, although Democrats 
support the bills and are cosponsors of 
the bill, but they are PETER KING’s 
bills to provide greater safety. 

First of all, Mr. Speaker, we have 
adopted the premise that background 
checks are a good thing. We require 
background checks. The problem is, we 
don’t require background checks in 
every instance of a transfer of a weap-
on from seller to buyer. The problem 
with that, of course, is if you want to 
buy a gun for a nefarious purpose, one 
would assume you are not going to go 
and have your background checked. 
You will find some other way to pur-
chase that gun. We would hope that 
bill would be brought to the floor. 

The second bill that Mr. KING has, of 
course, seems to us to be a very reason-
able piece of legislation, which simply 

says, if you are judged too dangerous 
to fly on our airplanes, you ought to be 
too dangerous as well to buy weapons 
to injure people in our country; we 
think you are too dangerous to go on 
an airplane and that you might injure 
people in that fashion. 

I would urge, Mr. Majority Leader, 
Mr. Speaker, before we leave before the 
election, two things, that we bring 
those to the floor and we carry out— 
and I want to repeat again because I 
think it is important. Speaker PAUL 
RYAN said on October 29, 2015, just a 
year ago: ‘‘We will not duck the tough 
issues; we will take them head on . . . 
we should not hide our disagreements. 
We should embrace them. We have 
nothing to fear from honest disagree-
ments honestly stated.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I share that view. I 
think the bills that I have mentioned— 
Flint, opioids, gun violence, and cer-
tainly Zika, and, yes, there are oth-
ers—ought to be brought to this floor, 
and the House ought to work its will. I 
would hope that in the next few days 
that are available to us that the major-
ity leader, Mr. Speaker, gives careful 
consideration to bringing those pieces 
of legislation to the floor. 

In the gun violence case, the polls re-
flect that over 85 percent—and in one 
case over 90 percent—of Americans sup-
port those pieces of legislation. They 
would pass, Mr. Speaker, overwhelm-
ingly. The only reason they haven’t 
passed—the only reason they haven’t 
passed—contrary to the statement that 
we will not duck the tough issues, said 
by Speaker RYAN just about a year ago, 
the only reason they haven’t passed is 
because they have not been brought to 
the floor. I would urge, Mr. Speaker, 
the majority leader consider that. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for his advice. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2016, TO MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 19, 2016 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 2 p.m. on Monday, September 
19, 2016, and that the order of the House 
of January 5, 2016, regarding morning- 
hour debate not apply on that day. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MOONEY of West Virginia). Is there ob-
jection to the request of the gentleman 
from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REMEMBERING THE LATE 
HONORABLE MARK TAKAI 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from Ha-
waii (Ms. GABBARD) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 

have 5 days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on the subject of my 
Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Hawaii? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, we are 

holding this Special Order today to 
honor our colleague and friend, Mark 
Takai. Many of our colleagues are here 
to share their own memories and re-
membrances of our friend. 

In Hawaii, the word ‘‘aloha’’ holds a 
very special place in our hearts. It is a 
word that we use every day to say hello 
and good-bye, but, in saying that word, 
we are actually conveying a much 
deeper meaning. In the deepest and tru-
est sense of the word, aloha means I 
come to you with an open heart and 
offer you my deepest respect, love, and 
care. It is a word that describes a way 
of life. Living aloha brings people to-
gether regardless of their unique back-
grounds or things like age, race, reli-
gion, or social class. 

This open heart, this spirit of aloha, 
is what I think of when I think of my 
colleague, my fellow soldier, and my 
friend, Mark Takai, because he carried 
this aloha spirit with him wherever he 
went. He shared it with everyone that 
he came into contact with. 

During a celebration of Mark’s life 
held in his hometown of Pearl City on 
Oahu just a few weeks ago—this is the 
community that he served for over 20 
years as a State legislator—I heard 
from one of Mark’s high school teach-
ers named Mike, who shared her 
amazement that not only was Mark a 
great student, not only was he an all- 
American swimmer, but he would 
spend his free time doing things like 
organizing voter registration drives 
and get-out-the-vote parades in his 
neighborhood, encouraging his commu-
nity to make sure that their voice was 
heard. 

As a student at the University of Ha-
waii at Manoa, Mark was a leader 
among his peers, one of whom is here 
today, our colleague, Congresswoman 
TAMMY DUCKWORTH. He served as presi-
dent of the Associated Students of the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa, was a 
champion on the varsity team for 4 
years, and was editor in chief of the 
campus newspaper, Ka Leo O Hawaii. 

I recently had an intern in my dis-
trict office who is a part of ASUH, and 
he told me about how the University of 
Hawaii student government members 
today tell stories of the legends of 
Mark Takai’s courage and leadership 
as student president, taking on dif-
ficult issues like sexual harassment 
and assault, resulting in his being sued 
by the University of Hawaii professors 
union. But no matter the challenge, 
the difficulty, or the obstacle, the leg-
ends are true; Mark Takai never 
backed down. 

At age 27, he was elected to the Ha-
waii State House of Representatives, 
representing his hometown of Pearl 
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